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Central Design Image in Othello
	The handkerchief
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The play Othello is among Shakespeare’s plays that were written over four hundred years ago. The themes in the play which include love and betrayal are still significant in the modern days. Several symbols have been featured in the play, which describes lessons and activities in the play. A handkerchief is a central design in the play. The drawing above represents an image of a portion of cloth that belonged to Desdemona who was a wife to Othello. Though the handkerchief may seem to be a simple personal item, in this play, it contains a deeper significance.
The handkerchief is used for the first time in the play when Lago informs Othello about his wife’s infidelity. Desdemona is said to be having an affair with Cassio. However, when Othello receives the information, he blames himself for being too busy for his wife. When Othello arrives home, the wife realizes that he was not behaving normally. When Desdemona confronts her husband, Othello says that he has a headache. Desdemona uses her handkerchief to nurse her husband by pressing it against his head (Jawahar, 2018, P17). Though Othello throws the piece of cloth away, he realizes that the wife uses it to nurse him out of care and love for him.
On another instance, the handkerchief is used as a symbol of fidelity and faithfulness. Lago’s wife gets Desdemona’s handkerchief and makes a copy of it. She aimed to make Othello mad with his wife. Emilia gives a duplicate of the handkerchief to his husband, who later puts it in Cassio’s room. When he asks Othello about the handkerchief, he says that it was a gift to his wife. Lago tells him that he saw Cassio with the same handkerchief sponging his beards. The news makes Othello more stressed and thinks of revenge. The handkerchief has therefore been a significant item in portraying the major themes of the play.


















References
Jawahar, M. P. (2018). Lago-A Deceptive, In Shakespeare’s Othello. IJELLH (International Journal of English Language, Literature in Humanities), 6(9), P 17-17
image1.png




